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LAMP SIGNALING

1, Generals Ijamo signaling (also referred to as "blinker")
is an auxiliary, visual m^ans of cominunication. Lamp signals are not
suited to tho transmission of long messapes v;here aircraft are concerned,
but ra ther for shor t , p re-ar ranged s igna ls or code groups»

b. The Internat ional Morse Code is used for s ignal lamp com
mun ica t i on , The p rocedure i s s im i la r t o tha t used fo r rad io te leg raph
communication except for necessary modifications to suit the peculiar
i t i e s o f t h i s t y p e o f c o m u n i c a t i o n ,

2, References. War Department Field J,hnup.ls 24.-5 "and 1-4-5 cover
this subject in more detail thnn is T^ithin tho scope of this publican-
tion. Those manuals, hov^'ever, deal largely ^ith tho val-ious typos of
i\rray lamp signaling equipment* The information contained herein- is of
a general nature and it should be borne in mind that any arbitrary
statements i^ill bo modified by the capabilities of whatever signal lamp
equipment an or.ffanizc.tion may deviso.

3 , B f foc t i vo Ran~- : ) ^ Unde r f avo rab le cond i t i ons , t ho o f f pc t i ve
ranf^e of some lamps is 3000 yn.rds during dn.ylight, ^.nd 6000 yards or
more at night, Exporicncu has shovm that it is generally impossible
to read signals from an aircraft v/hen the latter is in a position be
tween tho sun rind the ground station, Ttopor adjustment of sights is
as ijnportant to lamp signaling as tunin,:^ is to radio,

U* Practice. Durin.r^ practice sessions the oyes nay become easily
fatigued from reading lamp signals, Evory 5 minutes or so teams should
exchange positions* This TJill give each individual reading nnd record
ing prac t ice w i thout undue eye s t ra in ,

5* Operating procedure, a. Clear, sol id signal ing is of tho
utmost importance, Aiin your light directly at the receiving station,

b, Tho signaler in an aircraft should not continue si j^ l-
ing at impossible angles, but should coase si^^.ling until the air
craft is again in a favorable position vjhen he should repeat the last
\iord sent and thon continue his message. This also applies to the sig
naler on the ground.



A i r t o j i r o u n d i s l i n i t s d t o t h e l a n p o p e r a t o r
in an aircraft T;ho, bocr.use o.f the Icc-nidon of other crc^>' inenbsrs,
h^vS no one to \7fitc do\m tho nossiigc for him, Per thifj ron.son, 'i.nd
also becr.uso of the speed "^ith. 7/hich the lircrr.ft p&sscs out of suit
able sij^iling position, tho length of nessr.ges nust bo kept to an ab«
so lu te min i i iUTn,

By diroction of Colonel JOHNSON, National Comniandor:

FRMTK I. /J)At)S,
Rlr.Jor, Air Corps,,
C c m m u n i c a t i o n s O f fi c e r ,

O F F I C I / i L : '■

WILLI/JU R. WILKL'JSOr,'
1st Lt*, Air Corps,
Adjut>arit,

D I S T R I B U T I O N :

X .

^ 2 • •


